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On the morning Gf March Il, L064, SA Corti will Cunningham of the | 
Laboratory personally delivered to the President's Conimission 12 items * 
of evidence in accordénce with the request contiined in Mr. Rankin's ; 
letter of March 4, 1964, In response to requests of Commission staff et s as 
Oswald's rifle was dismantled and then reassembled in their presence, a ey ps 
that lime Chief Justice Marl Warren inquired whether Mr, Cunningham 
cauld reassemble Oswald's rifle belore the Comimission, using only a dime 
as a toul, in order lo miuke this possibility a mallker of record for the 
Commission, {is noted that we have previously advised the Commission by. |: 
letlor Unat the rifle could be assembled wilh a screw driver, adime or. 
similar ilem. 
| Gate 
| Followin: coordination (hrouph yout Oificw wilh Mr. Belmont, | “ 
Mr. Cunningham wits Ss vorn in before Mr. Warren and briefly testified to the c= 
ease With which this weipen may be dismantled and reassembled ius wana? | | 
to, ‘the type of instrument needed for its reasse mmbly. Mr. Cunningham then 











senseneniiled the C 14 rifle before the Cemuinission usin a cime as.a : - i 
6crew driver, se a 
| | , | 
1 4] Also during the lime the above malerinl was being delivered, Mar. Warren 1 tay 
observed a February 21, 1964, copy of Life Mayasine and this copy of Life sf eer 
Magazine had a cover photoyr'ph of Lee Harvey Oswald holding a rifle, He PO 
pointed out the photograph lo Special Agents Charles L. Killion and Cortlandt ee: 
Cunnineham and advised Liat someone representing the interests of Oswald ° | En gory 
had stated that the rifle in the pholtowraph does not appear to be identical to th fas 
assassination rifle, This parson claimed that the top of the stock-of the nite) pee 
stinjthe photograph appears slraight its full length, whereas the stock of the he, ‘ 
~ assassination rifle is curved in the area of the comb. Mr. Warren cinta ee ieee 
* that the area of the plock in the photograph in Juife Mi a sain whit ' Nie; 
i iadowed and indistinct. C17 oe a 3 ‘ os in we ‘| . ta ag 
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Vor your information, the picture on the February 21, 1964, issae of! 
Life Magazine is the same pholoyriph as our exhibit 0-20 excepl for retquching 
that has been added to enhance the detail for publication, Such retuuching of | 
photopriuphs is a common practice in pholocnyraving, to intensify highlight areas 
and separate shadow deliils, There has been a highlight retouched along the 
stock of the rifle in the Life Mapazine reproduction of the D-20 piclure, ‘This 
retouched highlight does not follow the artual contour of the stock of the rifle, | 
There is «also evidence of retouching in other areas of the picture on the rifle | 
and around the head and shoulders of Oswald, | 

Delivery of the items of evidence to the Coneissien on March Ll, | 
has been confirmed by appropriate letter to the Commission. It is further | 
noted for record purposes that Mr. Cunningham brought back wilh him from 
the Commission evidence’ items C-14, C-10, and C-10a, which were returned 
my, the Commission. | 
Rh KC OMMENDA TION: 

In anlicipation of a request from the President's Commission and in 
connection with the field's current cffort lo ascertain the source of the picture 
appearing in the afore-mentioned copy of Life Magazine, it is recommended that 
the field be instructed to determine whether the pholoyraph was retouched by 
si Mapazine or retouched before Life Mayrazine olstained it, 
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! | In connection with the cover photoyraph appearing . 
'! on'ithe 2/21/64 issue of "Life" mowawine which shows Oswald 
calrylnog rifle and wearing a pistol, the following is pointed’ 
‘Outs 
This Bureau has never inferred or advised the 
Commission that the rifle Oswald is shown holding is the 
sane as the rifle used in the assassination of President 


Kennedy. This may lovically be inferred; )oxrevor, we have 
never in fact stated this since it is not possible through 


examination of the photorprraph to locate sufLlicient char- 
inelteristicos to stale It as one anel the sine wifle, Our 

i;tigation to date has also failed to dissclase Lnformation 
wherein Oswald's wife or close ansociates can state this 

Jin fact the same rifle. Therefore, determining whether 
“Life™ has retouched the photograph apnearing on the cover 

~)/of the above issue does not appesr pertinent to our investi- 
pation, The President's Commissinn, as noted above, has 
been furnished a copy of this photorraph and in the absence 
of a specific request, Lt is not Celt any further action 
should be taken in this matter, 
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As you are aware, based on a rrowLdent Commission 
request, we have been endeavoring to establish the source of 
these photojrraphs which have received Lairly wide publleation 
Since the publication of the above issue of "Life," Our 
-investipation in this particular matter disclos that ‘numero 

. Leopies of this photopraph were available in the Dallas Police 
Department and that no system of control was established. 
It is known that many of these photosraphs are missing. 
information has been furnished to tha Pres 


| “3 
. Rc of 


Css 


This 


) /\ 5 \ MA y y . | 


ident's Commission, . 


t 


uS 


“>! of ia Ee Benen T, way —- o t+ iemyereesh preter a a WY a4 st ees! faah Sean Bas sgh Steers oo om ae Kee Weta 
“i SPATE, ya ote a Fe An ear mates 24 Se ea es # S yr ehengaien Ay fs Yeh Me : 2K) ath Sear 
Seesaw rein ee anti i a Sas 3 ies Syed nedatceocees sel a Pe NAS a 
rite e pey ’ ote o% oer yite - + RA a. a ' "a - . E 
ester wy ae Fares Be tee th ° ORS 5 fy * "y ‘A e ats re i a a ~~ Ww 5 ee " Moe SM Day te. Heh Nhe e ‘ oust x 
Yeah ms te G8 a ne ‘ie ee é 


ee ke 


we 


Pe tT hee esas MN hoe AS MMASUEAEUAS we RS STARS MAGE eh LERMAN 9 Ay GENUS GARL VAHL QBRAAALEEL SLL AGL NADAL ARBAEL MP PC AAAI CIA MA AMMAN, CAAA NASER NANA EN URE” A 
ws oe! j i \ ; 
‘ 


ee 


